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iL. The charter meeting of the newly-formed "Society for the 
Re-Uniting of Germany", held in Ritter's Park Hotel 2t 
3ad Homburg vor der Héhe on 21 January 1950, was attended 
by about 35 guests, of the 60-odd who were invited. 
Admission was denied to the press, but several journsliste 
were admitted as private individuals. (Other reports 
indicate that these reporters included Meerstein of dpa 
Haumgarten of Frankfurter Allgemeine, and Rudolf Andersch, ) 


ae The foundinz committee of the Society ineluded the 
following: 


Chairman; Pr. Andreas Hermes, Chairman of the Bauernrerband, 
zormer Reich Agriculture Minigeter. 


Mudolf Nadolny, former Ambassador to Russiz. 


Mpladrich von Prittwitz-Gaffron, former 
Ambassador to the U 8 and now a CSU leader. 


Staatasekretir a.Db. Dr. Gottleb Binder, Stuttgar%. 


~rofessor Below, Cologne University 
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“cng the invited guests who ettended were: 


Pprofesecr Vili Helipach, Seidelberg, Yormer Svaagta~ 
pragident of Baden. 


Seeger, Hamburg. 


Generalcdirektor Heftner, Salanander Shoe Company, 
Stuttgart. 


von Blicher, former Ambassador. 
Der, Giinther Decker, formerly in the Heich Foreign Minigi-ry. 


Dr, Helnrich Liovke, former Agriculture Minister cf 
North Raine Weetohalia. 


Lothar ven Rich vhofen, reported to be with a Mainz newspaper 


Or. carald Roes, Koonomic Editer of Us Tag, Berlin 
“euapaper founded by Jakob Kaiser. 


Prof. Albrecht, uarburg. 


“wieknsczel, from the ‘#1 syndikat- 


Prenzel, Kalisyndiket. 
Hansen. 


Noack (not the femous Professor Noack}, a CSU man from 
Salmbach, Bavaria. 


or. Schiuse, ersonal Eeferent of Dr. Ginther Gereke, 
Lover Sz2xony. igriculture Minister. 


ULL Steiner, ugubhein. 


Frau Wilms Méakeberg, of the German headquarters of the 
YorLd Mother ‘ovement. 


wenst Lemmer, editor of the Serlin "Kurier" wired that he 
aouid not come. 


The founding gcomaittee held oereliminary Giscuesslons on 
‘Driday, ZO danuevy, the day before the main meeting, and 
ihe generel discussion plan was formulated. 

ne main meeting was opened with an addresa by Dr. Hermes, 
ce outlined the aims of the Seciety. He first noted with 
egret the unfevorable reaction in Germany and abroad to 
tne Nadolny circ.e meetings sf Narch 1949 The divi. ten 

of Germany into four zonee, the crene De of about 7,500,000 
esfugees inte the Vestern Zones, end the loss of the 
vorieultural surpluses in Eagtern Germany led to an 

< nbolerable situction. Only the help supplied py the U § 
hed enabled Western Germany to survive thus far. 
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of Germany had ite origin, he seid, in the 


B 
between the Eastern and Vestern OCceRoviie 
tm the unfounded belief of some of thege 


o« The esplittin 
bead a) 


4 
nS 


+ S8PMeR Skpressed Tegrest over the attitude of the prers 
tavard his novement. ait war neither metionalietic ner 
oolehevigstic, put merely emphesizced the belief that the 
re-uniting and independence of Gernany was a prerequisite 
Yar the unity of Europe. Since many orominent men ir 
Germany dieaaeoclated themselves from politice, it wae 
aii the more neceesary that independent but politically 
sondeelous man like thia group Ousy themselves keeping the 
Germon public and forelpn netions, especially the 
Americans, aware of German claims and the German rignt to 
Live (Lebensrecht};. Their gool waa a united Europe, aot 
a united Veatern Rurope. The great help America was 
giving Germany only concealed the real problen. 


co To remedy the situation, he proposed that the Society ndoot 
ane following program of positive action: : 


Political, economic, and cultural etudy (Aufklérunz} 
of internal and external affairs, eapecially in the 
Soviet Zone. 


Exohange of information and experiences between 
Weetern and Fastern Zones. 


Conventions of suitable persona. 


NG exertion of pressure on present political groun2 
or the government. 


The Soclety would not seek to monopolize ite theor!.er, 
but would concentrate on spreading the doctrine 
thet a united Germany wae the firet atep toward 
neatce in Turope, 


©. Dr. Herald Hoos, economic editor of the peper "Der Tar", 
Berlin, spoke mainly on the economic situation in the 
soviet Zone. He mentioned the Volkevolizei, the extent 
of Seviet reparations demands, the importance of Berlin’s 
geancale ties with the West. He stressed the importearce 
of increasing interzonal trede to ralse the presently 
aarginal living standard of Soviet Zone workers. After 
noting that the splitting of Germany was initially 
aporoved by the U S government under Rocsevelt, he steted 
tuat present U S officials in Germany really wished tc 
ve~unite the country, The Bonn government, he complained. 
mod no olan for reintergrating the Soviet Zone and contented 
Lis fs and demonstrations. He 

the collicies of the Soviet Zone 
fore taments galling them identical with the policy of the 


Sir. 
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fon spa tiwiteeGeffron sooke on the fareien onliey Iimolications 
oi the movenent. After deseribing tha svolitical barclers 
peing raised between Fast and Vest and showing how tioreacsdé 
asale gexved to olerce these Garriers, he returned t>. the 
snese thet a united Germany wae sagential to European order, 
O13, stepe etich nostoened the verunitiag of Germeny, like 
JGhNang the Atlantic Fact or remuilitariging Germany. must 

be avoldec, but at the same time he rejected the thaory of 
neutralization of Germany, as advanced by Noack and his 
Nauheim Clrale, If neutralization war to be realized, 4% 
must include all Eurepe, as » bridge letueen East anc Test. 
ile viewed the Bonn government as e necessary evll. 4. peace 
treaty was She ?irst steo towerd the vewuniting of Germany. 
Tne aim was to be 2 united Germeny in # united Europe, he. 
funciuded, and added the sloeen: "fhe German heart mr: 
Andiviaibiea". 


Arter these policy statements by some of the leading 
ocrticiloante, Dr. Hermes ocened the diecussion periad. 

Or, Binder tezan Dy asking how cooveration with the Federal 
government could beet te echieved, and the ensuing discussion 


Was Lneonclugsive end indefinite. 


Sadolay took the floor and dealt with some of the effects 

ai Soviet policy in the Soviet Zene. Russian policy there 
had had the fortunete effect or solidifying the rejection 

of bolshevienm by the entire German poculation. Germany wag 
tie true bulwark ageinst boleheviga, but some Western powere, 
espesially France, did not appreciate thia and they failed to 
wuhnpe policy An guppert of the etrugele azeinet Russian 
somine tion. Only Amerten shoved understanding for this 
tThegla, he want on. Hie Pinal remerks were a legal analysis 
‘ the Oder-Neisse Line, which showed the complete illegality 
Y the new Doundary. 


oF 


Sxevinister Lilbke spoke next, dealing with the Brave voclal 
situation in the Soviet Zone. A single currency for ‘lest 
and ‘lest waa easential, even though dumoing practices would 
heve to be dealt with. Improvement of condlitiong in the 
Sevilet Zone trould slow the flow of refugeea into the Yestern 
Zones end thus improve conditions here. 


Frau lbnkeberg sooke generally on the necessity of carrying 
sue argument to the women of Germany, whose nolitieel influence 
and inherent political neutrality could make them the ideal 
go-detweens Setween communisu and capitealien. Her views 
were received with solite but unenthusiastie applause. 

Yon Niechthofen, after rejecting all ineinuations that the 
Soclety was communistic or Motlonelietic, esid that neo 
sonerete proposals for ection could yet be made. Mow thet 
the goale were set, the problem of oreenization hed te be 
dealt with, He advocated a large organization with more 
pocent clans then mere discussion. Hermes answered thot the 
present Society was only a beginning. 


Jr. Sohfues further answered von Richthofen by saying ro 
ree organization should vet be set up. The first task wag 


nnat of overcoming public distrust, Digputes on the Oder~ 
N@isse Line question would only lead to a third World Var, 
tt would be better to besin by strengthening Western Germany 
na@ heiping Eastern Germany through gore trade. He proposed 
pressure on oYficiele in all zenes and encouragement of 


*kCnange of press information. Ne further proposed 
cooperation with the Nauheim Cirele, but the essenbled members 
“ejected the idea at onea. (Note:  Sehiues reoresertec Dr. 
wareke, Lower Saxony Agriculture Minister, who hes often been 
cusociated vith movements advocating cooperstion with the 
Neviet Zone. 3 
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the final eddress waa wade by Professor Hellpach of 
Yeidelberyz, who began by quoting the 19th century German 
historian Treitsehke: "These who have ctriven for world 
Gomination have been thrown at the feet ef the world at 
lerge by the relentless power of ea just Fate®, He 
aummarized the violent history of the last sixty years, men= 
Tscivcag the Habsburg monarchy, the First World War, end , 
the Vers: .les Treaty, and noted that today, instead of one, 
there are three (sic} German Heichs. Ag to organization, 
ne remarked that in difficult times, small groups are 
needed for sober and objective consideration of conditions. 


L?. To clese. the meeting, the charter of the society wae read 
and a press release given to reporters. Binder made a 
few triviel remare to the assembled newepaper men, 


18, Another meeting of members was contemplated about two 
25X1 months henee. 
the next meeting wou € a conference of Eastern and 
Western apriculture experts and would teke place in 
Goslar on 2? February.) Temporary headquarters of the 
Seciety would be in Rnéndorf, where Nadolny resides. 


25X11 
. | _Jeomment 


de Although the significence of the movement and ths - 
attitudes of members cannot be judged from one meeting 
alone, it appeared thet the memberr were all anti-communistic, 
although the latent wish to distinguish between communi = 
and the USSR could be felt from some cuarters, On the 
whole, the tone of the meeting was also democratic and 
got nationalistic, at least in the usual sense. 


‘2: The grouo was mede up, beside the politicians and 
orefeasors, largely of representatives of business, who 
in all likelihood have their own agricultural or 
industrial intereats partly in mind when urging inereased 

5X1 trade with the Soviet Zone. (No SPD representatives were 
im evidence.) It wag rumored that these business circles 
sant wanelal support to the meeting. 

25X14 Tirector Haffner of the Salamander A. G. as a 
financial contributor to the Society.) Hermes is obviously 
the meinapring of the movement, and Madolny, made shy by 
the hoetile reseotion he met 4:1. Western Germany last year, 
gtays more in the beckground. ° 


In generel, the grceug hopes for some peaceful solution of 
the problem of German Gisunity. It is surmised, for 
examole, that Poland may be annexed de jure by the USSR and 
that the Oder-Neisse line may ‘® given up. All cooperation 
with such groups as the newly formed Deutsche ReichsparteL 
would be wnthinkatle, members of the greup stated. 


ificence oF the Society will depend, 
25X14 on the skill of its members and the type 
organization ey choose. Ft could become a meaningless 
volitical debating clab or an importent politics] force. 
srave esuse Yor milepgiving was the absence of a youth © 
element in the membership. Hardly any younger people 
ware present. 
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25X1 ie Another 


viewed Bad Homburg convention 

25X1 ae primarily a meeting of the “diasatiefied Agrarians’, 
The letter are very much concerned about the increase 
in the imports of agricultural products from We tern 
Europe, especially because the price of French and 
itallen food producte ia generally below the German 

25X1 domestic orice level. a derinite connec- 
tlon tetween the overt efforts of Hermes and hia 
"Beuexnverband" to keep trade with France down, some 
of the anti-~French statements made at Bad Homburg 
{altheugh not by Hermes himself) and the known relue- 
tance of Federel, Agriculture Minister Niklas to 
conciude a trada treaty with France. It should be 
noted that Niklas and Hermes are old friends, that 
Heruss was chairman of the Food and Agriculture 
Committee of the Bizonal Wirtschafterat, and that 
Hermes. although he hae no official position, ss4ill 
meintzina an ofvice in the building of the Agriculture 
Ministry. 


oy ee a that’ the Bed Hombu.g meeting had a 
25X11 definite anti-communist cheracter, There 1a also 


genere. agreement that the Hermes--Nadolny Broun, as 
presently constituted, intends to support generally 
the Western German Federation. It may be of inserest 
to note that while the communist vresas: hae been 
generelly tolerant of Nadolny's activities in the 
past, the newly-formed “Society for the Rewuniting of 
Germany" was sharply denounced, the "Sozialiatizche 
Velkertimme" (the Communist Party newspaper in Hesee) 
claiming that the new organization did nothing but 
aplit again the national German forces in order to 
prevert the "National Front" from being success?ul. 
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